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REAL ESTATE TAXES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 


HERE are 94 cities in the United States which in 1930 had a population of 

more than 100,000. ln this bulletin we have charted the fluctuations in 

the real estate tax load levied from 1909 to the present in these cities. 
In each city we have reduced the taxes to an average tax load per family. 
This has been done in order to make a comparison between cities possible, and 
in an attempt to correct the rapidly growing cities for the element of growth. 
The figures are not intended to show the actual average tax to be paid per 
family, as all taxes on real property and all families, not merely property 
owners, are included. The number of families is used as the divisor instead 
of population, since we believe that in most cases the family is the tax- 
paying unit. 


The 94 charts on the following pages are all drawn to exactly the same 
eS scale. It will be noticed that each chart contains a red line in addition to 
the blue line which shows the experience of the particular city. The red line 
is the same on all charts and shows the typical taxes paid in the principal 
cities of the United States. By typical taxes we mean an amount in dollars 
each year which is exceeded that year by as many cities as are below it. This 
typical or median tax for the period from 1909 through 1945 is shown on the : 
chart in the lower right corner of this page. : 


In 39 of the 65 cities for which we have been able to obtain 1945 figures 
the average tax load per family was greater in 1945 than it was in 1944, in 23 
it was less, and in 3 it remained the same. 


As a rule the real estate tax load per family is comparatively high in 
the very large cities, the New England cities, and in the cities of New York 
State, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. It is generally lower in southern 
States. The high per capita 350) 
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